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culty in getting our horses and camels. It takes its rise
in two lakes on the farther side of the high range which
bounds the Ts'aidam to the south,, and after flowing through
Shang, where it is called Yohnre or Yohan gol, passes a
little to the north of the village of Baron, and, like all
other rivers in this country, is finally lost in the great
central marsh.
From what I had been told at Dulan-kuo and by the
Mongols who were with me? I was prepared to find the
village of Baron a lively trading post? with Tibetans and
Chinese, and an abundance of all ordinary supplies. But
instead of that, I now saw a miserable little place, partly in
ruins, in the niidst of the marsh, the water so near the
surface that it oozed out when we drove our tent-pins
into the ground, A few old women and half a dozen men,
some miserable dogs with about fifty sheep and goats
were to be seen; the rest of the people had fled on hearing
that a Hsi-ning T'ung-shih was coming, so as not to be
impressed on the hated ula service. This did not save
them, however, for the T'ung-shih sent Mongols to hunt
them up, and claim the service and supplies they owed
him, or their equivalent in marketable goods.
This village of Baron1 is not over eight miles from the
foot of the gi'eat mountain chain which marks the border
of the high Tibetan table-land, but such a mist hung- over
the country that I only once got a sight of it, when
directly to the south of the village I saw the mouth
of the valley leading to the Nomoran and Hato passes,
and a little to the west that going to the Burhan hota,
the road to Lh'asar
1 Altitude, 9880 feet.   Prjevalsky '   the  latter figure is probably suffi-
<loes not give the altitude of this lo-    ciently correct,
eality, bnt for TXsiin, about 20 miles       2 On our maps this range figures
west of it, he gives 8839 and 9200 feet;     under a variety of names, none of